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Discussion Item Discussion of Community Legacy Application

Background The Community Legacy program is a comprehensive planning-based program
designed to implement revitalization strategies for entire communities rather than
focusing on individual projects.  It is intended to both complement and
supplement existing State programs.  A total of $5 million in FY06 financial
assistance is available to help communities with a variety of capital projects
including, but not limited to, the establishment of a revolving fund, the
renovation or rehabilitation of existing residential and commercial properties, the
construction of certain streetscape improvements, and the strategic demolition
and land acquisition in support of a planned redevelopment project.  Funds are
awarded on a competitive basis with the average award being $100,000.  

The State of Maryland recently announced that it is accepting applications for the
2006 Community Legacy program.  Funding priorities include projects which
have a strategic economic impact, evidence of other funding commitments and
are clearly part of ongoing revitalization efforts.  The ability of the project to
provide for the repayment of any Community Legacy award will be a critical
consideration according to the State.  Applications are accepted once a year and
are due November 1, 2005.  

The Council is asked to provide input on potential Community Legacy projects. 
Two possible projects have been identified by HCD Staff for consideration for
this application cycle - the proposed revolving loan fund for predevelopment
costs associated with tenant-initiated condominium conversions (estimated
$50,000) and planned streetscape improvements along the commercial section of
Carroll Avenue (estimated $200,000). 

Policy The Council approves proposal submissions that significantly impact the City
budget. 

Fiscal Impact Community Legacy awards must be repaid although the State has indicated the
repayment schedule can be structured in a variety of ways.  
 

Attachments Community Legacy Program - Frequently Asked Questions

Recommendation To indicate support of proposed Community Legacy projects, provide direction
on project priorities and/or identify alternative projects.



Special
Consideration

The Council will be asked to adopt a Resolution authorizing the submission of
the proposed Community Legacy application.  Said action is scheduled for
October 24, 2005.












